
Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales  
Read pages 92 – 95, watch this video http://bit.ly/1FSav0m, and answer the following questions 
 
1. List Chaucer’s occupations and explain them: 
  

Chaucer’s 
Occupations 

Brief Explanation of Each How does Chaucer’s 
experience prepare him to 
write The Canterbury Tales? 

Son of a merchant   

Diplomat  
Page in royal house  
Royal clerk  
Soldier  

 

 

2. Define satire and explain how irony contributes to Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales? 

 

 

3. Define “pilgrim” as used in The Canterbury Tales: 

 

4. What is a pilgrimage? 

 

5. Where are the pilgrims going for their pilgrimage in The Canterbury Tales? 

 

6. Who is St. Thomas a Becket? 

 

7. Why is The Canterbury Tales such a valuable texts to us today? What does it do to help us better 

understand our place in the universe? 

 

 

8. Explain what type of people are buried at Westminster Abbey’s the Poets’ Corner? 

 

http://bit.ly/1FSav0m


9. What are some of the rules governing Medieval Dress Codes? Explain: 

 a. Who could NOT wear fur? 

 b. When could a merchant wear the same clothes as knights? 

 c. What were women forbidden to wear? 

10. How does Chaucer’s description of the characters in the Tales explain their place in society? How are 

the descriptions ironic? 

 

 

11. Discuss the difference between direct characterization and indirect characterization: 

 

 

12. What is social commentary? 

 

 

13. What is a frame story? 

 

  



14. Look at the following lines of the prologue as it was written in Middle English and, with a partner, 

translate the meaning: 

       Whan that Aprill, with his shoures soote 

 The droghte of March hath perced to the roote 

 And bathed every veyne in swich licour, 

 Of which vertu engendred is the flour; 

5 Whan Zephirus eek with his sweete breeth 

 Inspired hath in every holt and heeth 

 The tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne 

 Hath in the Ram his halfe cours yronne, 

 And smale foweles maken melodye, 

10 That slepen al the nyght with open eye- 

 (So priketh hem Nature in hir corages); 

 Thanne longen folk to goon on pilgrimages 

 And palmeres for to seken straunge strondes 

 To ferne halwes, kowthe in sondry londes; 

15 And specially from every shires ende 

 Of Engelond, to Caunterbury they wende, 

 The hooly blisful martir for to seke 

 That hem hath holpen, whan that they were seeke. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Absent when we read or want to review the stories? Watch this video:  http://bit.ly/1KVIK6g 
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